









Abstract: Indirect rule is one of the means that central authorities have long employed in 
hopes of defusing communal conflict and civil war in multicultural societies. Yet very little is 
known about the appeal of indirect rule among the ruled themselves. Why do people in 
some places demand more indirect rule and local autonomy, while others seem content to be 
governed directly by rulers of an alien culture? This is a crucial question with important 
implications for determining the form of governance that is most likely to provide social 
order in culturally heterogeneous societies. Although much attention has been given to 
considering the relative costs and benefits of direct as against indirect rule for the central 
authorities, the other side of the coin – namely, the variable demand for indirect rule among 
the members of distinctive cultural groups – has hardly been examined with systematic 
empirical data. This paper presents a theory of the differential demand for indirect rule, and 
offers an initial test of its principal empirical implications using original micro-level data 
from the North Caucasus region of Russia. The theory’s core claim is that the middle class 
should express the greatest demand for indirect rule, while both the upper and lower classes 
should prefer more direct rule. The theory therefore predicts that there will be an inverse 
parabolic relationship between the demand for indirect rule and economic class. The 
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Predictor Controls (Mod.1) Explanatory (Mod.2) Full (Mod.3)
President Disapproval .25** (.08) .25** (.08)
Governor Disapproval -.15* (.06) -.13* (.06)
Hard Life -.29*** (.06) -.22*** (.06)
Trust -.20 ** (.07) -.15* (.07)
Migrate .11 + (.07) .11 (.07)
Income .94** (.30) .92** (.30)
Income Sq -.13** (.05) -.14** (.05)
Education .35 + (.19) .33+ (.19)
Education Sq -.04 + (.02) -.04+ (.02)
Native .76*** (.12) .75*** (.12)
Tension -.17* (.08) -.17+ (.09)
Network -.42 * (.17) -.36* (.17)

















































































































































































































































































































Predictor Controls (Mod.1) Explanatory (Mod.2) Full (Mod.3)
2: President Disapproval .05 (.16) .076 (.16)
3: President Disapproval .27 ** (.09) .27 ** (.09)
2: Governor Disapproval -.36 ** (.12) -.36 ** (.12)
3: Governor Disapproval -.22 *** (.07) -.21 ** (.07)
2: Hard Life -.46*** (.11) -.39 *** (.11)
3: Hard Life -.34 *** (.06) -.31 *** (.07)
2: Trust .17 (.12) .15 (.13)
3: Trust -.16 * (.07) -.11 (.07)
2: Migrate .06 (.13) .041 (.13)
3: Migrate .12 + (.07) .13 + (.07)
2:Income .84 (.62) .87 (.63)
3:Income 1.04 ** (.31) 1.02 ** (0.32)
2: Income Sq -.09 (.10) -.11 (.10)
3: Income Sq -.14 ** (.05) -.14 ** (.05)
2: Education .30 (.38) .36 (.39)
3: Education .40 * (.20) .39 + (.21)
2: Education Sq -.03 (.04) -.03 (.04)
3: Education Sq -.05 * (.02) -.04+ (.02)
2: Native -.08 (.22) -.03 (.22)
3: Native .75 *** (.13) .75 *** (.13)
2: Tension -.78 *** (.18) -.71 *** (.18)
3: Tension -.33 *** (.09) -.31 *** (.09)
2: Network -.17 (.33) -.17 (.34)
3: Network -.45 * (.19) -.39 * (.19)















Predictor Controls Explanatory Full
President Disapproval .26** (.08) .25**(.08)
Governor Disapproval -.18** (.06) -.17**(.06)
Hard Life -.28*** (.06) -.26*** (.06)
Trust -.18** (.06) -.12+ (.07)
Migrate .11 (.07) .10 (.07)
Income .97*** (.29) .95**(.29)
Income Sq -.13** (.05) -.14** (.05)
Education .37* (.19) .35+ (.19)
Education Sq -.04* (.02) -.04+ (.02)
Native .72*** (.12) .72*** (.12)
Tension -.25**(.08) -.23** (.08)
Network -.44** (.17) -.37* (.17)
Significance 0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘+’
(St. Err.)
Predictor Controls Explanatory Full
President Disapproval .31 *** (.08) .31 *** (.09)
Governor Disapproval -.17* (.07) -.16 * (.07)
Hard Life -.28 *** (.06) -.25 *** (.07)
Trust -.20 ** (.07) -.16 * (.07)
Migrate .09 (.07) .10 (.07)
Income 1.19*** (.31) 1.17 *** (.31)
Income Sq -.18*** (.05) -.19 *** (.05)
Education .15 (.20) .14 (.21)
Education Sq -.02 (.02) -.02 (.02)
Native .75 *** (.14) .70 *** (.14)
Tension -.07 (.09) -.04 (.09)
Network -.22 (.18) -.16 (.18)
Significance 0 ‘***’ 0.001 ‘**’ 0.01 ‘*’ 0.05 ‘+’
(St. Err.)
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Appendix B: List of Survey Questions Used in the Analysis with answers 
 
 
Dependent Variable: Rule 
 
Which of these statements reflects your opinion most closely? 
 
Federal government should have more powers than currently  1 
Republican government should have more powers than currently  2 
Republic should have more powers to manage the economy  3 
Everything should stay the same  4 
Hard to say  5 
 
President Disapproval 
 
In general did Vladimir Putin as president of the Russian Federation have more 
achievements or failures? 
 
Achievements  1 
Somewhat achievements  2 
Somewhat failures  3 
Failures  4 
Hard to say  5 
 
Governor Disapproval 
In general are there more achievements or failures in the activities of the head of your 
republic? 
 
More achievements  1 
Somewhat more achievements  2 
Somewhat more failures  3 
More failures  4 
Hard to say  5 
 
Hard Life 
 
Do you think life in your republic in general is easier, harder or about the same as 
elsewhere in the Russian Federation? 
 
Easier  1 
Somewhat easier  2 
About the same  3 
Somewhat harder  4 
Harder  5 
Hard to say  6 
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Trust 
 
When you deal with strangers do you tend to trust or distrust them? 
 
Trust  1 
Somewhat trust  2 
Somewhat distrust  3 
Distrust  4 
Hard to say  5 
 
Migrate 
 
For how long have you live in your town/village? 
 
All my life   1 
Most of my life  2 
The last 5‐10 years  3 
The last 1‐4 years  4 
Less than a year  5 
Other  6 
Hard to say  7 
 
Income 
 
To what group of population would you refer your family? 
 
Not enough money for food  1 
Enough money for food, but not for clothing  2 
Enough money for food and clothing  3 
Sometimes we can buy expensive items  4 
We can afford everything  5 
Hard to say  6 
 
Education 
 
Your education level 
 
1. 7 grades and below   
2. Unfinished secondary school 
3. Finished secondary school, including professional training  
4.  Secondary education, including technical school   
5. Unfinished college (fewer than 3 years) 
 6. BA 
7. Graduate school 
 8. Doctorate and up 
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Native 
 
0 – non‐Native to the republic 
1 – Native to the republic 
 
Tension 
 
What is your assessment of interethnic relations in the republic? 
 
Stable  1 
Little tension  2 
Heavy tension, Somewhat conflict  3 
Hard to say  4 
 
 
Inter‐ethnic Networks 
 
Do you have friends from among other ethnicities? 
 
Yes  1 
No  2 
Hard to say  3 
 
Region: 
 
1‐ North Ossetia 
2 – Karachay‐Cherkessia 
3 – Dagestan 
4 – Adygea 
5 – Ingushetia 
6 – Kabardino‐Balkaria 
7 – Chechnya  
  
 
 
 
